
Simona Encinias, a full time Porterville College 
Student had the opportunity to attend a confer-
ence sponsored by the FACCC, Faculty Associa-
tion of California Community Colleges, and got  
the chance to obtain information on represent-
ing a community college.  On March 1st and 
2nd, 2009, community colleges throughout Cali-
fornia met under one roof to protect and rally 
the schoolõs budgets from being cut.  The con-
ference consisted of general information re-
garding tips and information necessary to 
voice up our concerns.  Simona Encinias and Maria Roman had the opportu-
nity to represent Porterville College EOPS, CARE, and CalWorks programs at 
this event.  The conference was òvery  informative and interesting,ó Simona 
quoted.  Simona Encinias and Maria Roman had the honor to meet with our 
assembly member,  Connie Conway.  Not only did they get the chance to de-
fend important budget cut topics, they had the experience of a lifetime, along 
with others, to make a changeña significant change that may affect all com-
munity colleges. 

PC Student visits the State Capitol    

Transfer Student Field Trip to UCSB  

On March 20, 2009, Porterville 
College EOPS had their 3rd an-
nual university field trip.  This 
year thirty -nine EOPS/CARE stu-
dents had the experience to tour 
the beautiful campus of the Uni-
versity of Santa Barbara.  This was 
an all day expense paid field trip.  
The overall evaluation of the trip 
was great.  The students had a 
positive outlook with the information that was presented on the tour.  
Most of the students canõt wait for the next field trip!   
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Simona Encinias, Connie Conway, Maria Roman  

òDo not follow where 
the path may lead.  
Go instead where 
there is no path and 
leave a trail.ó 

-Ralph Waldo  

            Emerson  

http://www.faccc.org/marchonmarch.htm


John Avila has been an EOPS student since August 2008.  
Some challenges John has had to overcome have been physi-
cal challenges, such as his 
inability to walk or write. 
He was disabled in 1994 in a 
drive by shooting leaving 
him paralyzed from the 
neck down.  EOPS has 
helped him out in his strug-
gle to go back to school.  John says that the counselors have been really helpful.  They have 
assisted him in reviewing his educational plan to providing him very valuable information 
and tips regarding his education.  òThe DRC office has also helped me out a lot in provid-
ing me with special equipment necessary for me to continue my education.ó  John Avila 
currently maintains a GPA of 3.78.  After Porterville College, he wants to continue his edu-
cation and some day obtain a Bachelorõs Degree to be a Disability Counselor.  EOPS wishes 
the best for John! Way to go and keep up the good work. 

The EOPS/CARE students 
received $41,700 on schol-
arships! 
Amal Ahmed 

Wajeeha Akram 

Michael Alspaugh 

Nicole Amaro 

John Avila 

Angela Berrones 

Fabian Jr. Ceballos 

Lorna David 

Jonathan De La Rosa 

Angela Dennis-Collins 
Ellen Drusen 

Simona Encinias 

Karina Fernandez 

Student Success Story  

Scholarship  

òDo something everyday that you don't want to do; this is the golden 

rule for acquiring the habit of doing your duty without pain. ó 
 - Mark Twain  

 

òI have been paralyzed for thirteen years.ó 
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Magnolia Fuentes 
Tyra Hamilton 
Angela Hunter 
Adel Hussein 
Isabel Magana 
Jorge Magana 
Cecilia Sanchez 
Danny Pavlovich 
Dusty Pishione 
Amber Rafferty 
Maria Ramos 
Cynthia Smith 
Kelly Williamson 
Megan Wilson 
 

Once again, we would like to  
congratulate the scholarship  

 recipients for their hard work 
and dedication.  

Recipients   
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Araceli Carranza has been working as a part time EOPS/CARE and  
CalWORKs counselor for four years at Porterville College.  She gradu-
ated from West Hills College with an AA Degree in Business and con-
tinued her education at CSU Fresno where she obtained her Bachelorõs 
in Business Administration.  After CSU Fresno, she went on to continue 
her education and received her Masters in Education in Counseling/
Personnel Services.  Araceli is a perfect role model for those that are 
first generation college students.  She was a former EOPS student at 
West Hills College and CSU Fresno.  When asked about her job and 
what she likes about it, she responded with a simple yet effective an-
swer ñòI can help the students out in guidance and scheduling for their 
college careers as well as social and personal counseling.ó  Araceli also 
emphasized the importance of the EOPS/CARE program.  Not only did 
she agree that these programs offer many services such as meal tickets 
and books, but it also can òmotivate the students to continue their edu-
cation and keep heading on the right track toward their goals.ó  Her 
advice to the students was to not be afraid to seek help.  She com-
mented on how òthat is a common problem amongst many people, but 
one must overcome that fear.  There is so much help out their that 
many don't know about because of their reluctance.  The students need 
that initiative to start their path towards being successful and within this 
step it is pertinent to ask for help.ó  As part of the EOPS/CARE staff 
Araceli is a great and influential help to making this program a success. 

 
Elizabeth Martinez is the 2009 CCCEOPSA Scholarship recipient.  She is an example 
of a successful EOPS student that has had to overcome many challenges and barriers 
throughout her life.  As a struggling child, with a mother diagnosed with Lupus, 
Elizabeth saw no other alternative, but to take on the responsibility of her family.  
As her motherõs disease progressed, Elizabeth was missing high school very often.  
Unfortunately due to the lack of attendance, she had to complete remaining credits 
at Citrus High School.  The required work was self taught with no real class setting.  
Elizabeth managed to accomplish all of her credits her senior year and graduate 
midterm as valedictorian.  While continuing her education at Porterville College, 
her motherõs condition increased, Elizabeth encountered herself coping and dealing 
with custody battles as well as relationship problems.  As an EOPS student, Eliza-
beth has the determination to succeed in life and excel in her expectations and 
goals.  Elizabeth stated, òEOPS is definitely helping me to achieve my career goals.ó  
Not only has she been a hard worker, she has also managed to maintain an out-
standing GPA of 3.5!  Elizabeth plans to finish up at PC and transfer to CSU Fresno 
where she will pursue the medical field as a Registered Nurse.  Congratulations 
Elizabeth Martinez for receiving the CCCEOPSA Scholarship!     

Get To Know Your Counselor  

CCCEOPSA Scholarship Recipient  
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